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Batteries and
small electricals
All small electrical items and 
batteries are suitable for recycling. Just 
put them in a carrier bag or small plastic 
bag on top of any bin on collection day 
and we can recycle it  
from the kerbside.

In Cherwell 80 per cent of your waste can be 
recycled when you put the right stuff in the right 
bins. Having a blue wheeled bin gives you plenty of 
space for all of your recycling. 

If you still have recycling boxes we can swap these for a blue 
wheeled bin or if you have no blue bin at all we will deliver  
one to you. There is no charge for this.

If you have extra recycling you can either put it in a clear bag 
 or cardboard box alongside your blue bin on collection  
day. If you regularly have extra recycling you can buy  
an additional blue bin for a one off cost of £30.  

Recycling 
 —how to do more

Your first  blue bin 
is free

 Top tip
Don’t forget, small 

electronic toys can be 
recycled this way too!   



Glass is a special 
material that can be 
recycled over and over 
again. To make sure it 
remains the best quality it 
needs to be kept separate 
from other materials which 
is why we don’t collect it 

in your blue bin. There are over 100 sites 
across the district where you can take  
your glass for recycling. Just visit  
Cherwell.gov.uk for a map. 

glass bottles 
and jars

Black bin bags can’t 
be recycled and putting 
good recycling in them can 
cause issues. The first stage 
of the recycling process is a 
hand sort and if staff can’t 
see what’s inside the bags it  
slows down the process. 
You can use clear bags or 
put the recycling in loose.

plastic bin 
liner bags

Disposable nappies 
cannot be recycled and 
should go in the green bin. 

There are alternatives to 
disposable nappies called 
real nappies. Just visit our 
website for more 
information. 

nappies

Right Stuff, Right Bin

Items such as clothing, crockery, 
cookware and old toys cannot be 
recycled in your blue bin, no matter what 
material they are made out of. If they are 
in good working order you can donate 
them to charity. 

clothing and 
shoes

pots and  
pans

plastic  
toys

Please DO NOT put these items in the blue bin:

Cat food pouches 
and crisp packets look 
recyclable but they are not. 

They are made up of a 
mixture of materials which 
are unable to be separated 
so they cannot be recycled 
into anything new. 

pet food 
pouches and 
wipe packs

Polystyrene cannot 
currently be recycled but it 
is used in a lot of products, 
especially packaging. 

Make sure to remove all 
polystyrene from 
recyclable packaging. 

polystyrene

 

 

We provide free glass 
bottle recycling bags  
to make it easier  
to take your glass  
bottles and jars to 
recycling points.
You can pick one up from 
any of our council offices.



Recycling  
your plastics
YES
to 
these
items

biscuit and 
chocolate tubs

toiletries  
bottles drink bottles fruit and veg 

punnets
yoghurt, cream 
and other pots

plastic  
trays

cleaning  
product bottles

butter, ice cream 
and other tubs

You can recycle several different types of 
plastic packaging in your blue bin

How  
clean is clean? 
The recycling needs to be clean of any 
food and any residue so that it doesn’t 
ruin any of the other materials. It 
doesn’t need to be spotless. A quick 
rinse will do. 

We don’t expect you to fill the washing 
up bowl especially, just rinse any items 
in the dishwater after you’ve washed up 
or pop them in the dishwasher.

You can  
leave  
your cap on! 
The caps on plastic bottles can stay on. If you 
squash your bottles and put the caps back on 
it helps keep the bottle squashed giving you 
more room for the rest of your recycling.  

The caps are separated during the 
recycling process and are recycled with 
the same plastic type and colour. 



Plastic top tips

What do the numbers mean  
on plastic packaging? 
Some manufacturers label plastic 
packaging with symbols and numbers 
such as these:

In Cherwell generally types 1, 2, 4 and 5 
can be recycled, however this can vary 
so please follow the guidance in this 
leaflet and not these symbols.

What can  
you ‘takeaway’ 
from this? 
A lot of takeaway packaging is 
actually recyclable. Empty foil  
trays, the cardboard lid and all plastic 
containers can go in the blue bin as  
long as they are empty and rinsed  
of any food residue. 

We can take and recycle pizza boxes, 
regardless of the grease, just make  
sure any unwanted pizza is put in your 
brown bin! 

•  You can leave all 
labels on as these will 
be removed during the 
recycling process.

•  Detergent and cleaning 
bottles can be recycled, 
even if they have had 
bleach in them. As long 
as they are empty they 
can go into the recycling 
bin, with the trigger 
spray too. 

•  You don’t need to 
remove the plastic  
from window  
envelopes. 

•  We can’t recycle carrier 
bags but you can reuse 
them or recycle them  
at some supermarkets. 

•  We can’t recycle soft  
plastics such as salad  
and fruit bags, the  
plastic film off ready  
meals or cling film,  
these need  
to go into  
your green  
rubbish bin. 

•  Paint tins  
cannot be recycled.  
If there is paint left some  
charities can accept  
donations for reuse. If you  
can’t donate it add sawdust,  
soil, sand or newspaper to  
it which hardens the paint, 
you can then take this to 
Ardley Fields or Alkerton 
Household Waste and 
Recycling Centres or 
put it in your green 
rubbish bin. 

The plastic film lids cannot be recycled

Tubs  
can be 
recycled



How is it recycled?

Aluminium cans and aerosols 
are shredded removing any 
colours. They are then melted in 
a furnace and poured into ingot 
casts to set. Once cooled the 
aluminium is rolled into thin 
sheets ready to be turned back 
into cans and can be back on the 
shelves within six weeks. 

Aluminium foil is a 
different alloy and is usually 
recycled separately with 
other aluminium scraps to 
make cast items such as 
engine components, where it 
makes a big contribution to 
making vehicles lighter and more 
energy efficient.

Steel cans are put into a 
furnace where molten iron  
is added and is heated up  
to 1700 degrees. The liquid 
metal is poured into a mould 
to form big slabs and then 
rolled into coils. 

The coils are then used to make 
steel products from new food and 
drink cans to paperclips to bicycle 
frames and even construction 
materials. 

Paper and card is sorted  
and graded. It is then pulped  
in a tank containing water and 
chemicals which separate the 
fibres. During the process items 
such as staples, paperclips and 
labels are removed and the paper 
is cleaned. The pulped product is 
eventually fed through large 
heated rollers and wound onto 
huge rolls ready to made into  
new paper, cardboard and  
even toilet roll. 



Cartons are  
mixed with water in a machine similar 
to a washing machine where it is 
pulped and broken down into a 
fibrous solution which is rolled out and 
made into new paper products such 
as hot chocolate and gravy granule 
containers. The internal lining which is 
made out of plastic or aluminium is 
separated during the process and used 
to make garden furniture, play mats 
and building materials. 

Plastics are sorted by plastic  
type then by colour and then 
shredded, melted and formed  
into pellets which can be  
used to make plastic bottles,  
toys and even fleeces!

Batteries are broken down to  
separate the plastics and metals.  
The metals are then melted and 
separated into the different varieties 
of metals. The plastics and metals are 
then sent to be reused in new products.

Small electrical items 
are broken into pieces. 
Strong magnets remove 
ferrous metals, such as steel, 
and electronic currents remove 
other non-ferrous metals. The 
plastic is separated into its 
different types by near infra-red 
light or density separation. 

Each raw material is then sent to be 
made into something brand new. For 
instance zinc from mobile phones 
could be used in ship building or for  
galvanising railings and lamp posts and 
gold found in games consoles can be 
made into jewellery.

Good to know

How is it recycled?
Good to 

know



What happens to...
My recycling?
The blue bin recycling is all sorted for recycling in 
the UK, using high–tech sorting technology. The 
recycling site runs all the recycling along conveyor 
belts, taking away one type of material at a time. 
They use magnets for steel for example or lasers to 
separate plastic types. We ask you not to use carrier 
bags in the blue bin, and put recycling in loose 
instead. This helps the recycling process.

My food and  
garden waste?
The contents of your brown bin are taken to 
a composting site in Oxfordshire, where it is 
treated and composted, in just a few months. 
The compost is then used on local farmers’ fields. 
The process is called In–Vessel Composting. 
The garden waste must be composted at very 
high temperatures because there is food and 
garden waste in it. This process allows the food 
and garden waste to be broken down, killing 
potentially harmful weeds or pathogens.

The rest of my rubbish?
All the things you cannot recycle go in the green bin. 
They are taken to the Energy Recovery Facility in 
Ardley, Oxon. There the waste is burnt above 850 
degrees to create heat which produces steam, which 
in turn powers a turbine that creates electricity.  
So instead of rotting in landfill, 
the waste can help produce 
electricity for local homes. It is 
still much better financially and 
environmentally to recycle and 
compost at home though.

 photo © Virador

You can book onto 

a tour of local 

recycling facilities 

See our website for  

more information



   Don’t 

forget    
 about us!

Bathroom
 Shampoo and conditioner bottles

 Bleach bottles 
  Bathroom cleaner bottles

 Toilet roll tubes

 Soap bottles (you need to remove the pump  
as this part can’t be recycled)  

 You can’t recycle toothpaste tubes, but you can  
recycle the boxes 

  You can recycle broken electric toothbrushes  
and electric shavers with the  

small electricals scheme

Kitchen
 Clean foil 

 Kitchen cleaner bottles

 Cartons

 The cardboard cereal box can be recycled,  
the plastic bag inside cannot 

 
If your food has gone off put the food in the  

brown garden bin and the recyclable  
packaging in the blue recycling bin 

Plastics can  
be made into 
park benches!

 

Top tipIf you are unsure whether a piece of foil can be recycled, scrunch it into a ball. If it stays ‘scrunched’ it can be recycled; if it springs back open it can’t be recycled. 

Good to 
know



Living room
 Empty sweet tins  

(including the plastic ones)

 Magazines

 Old telephone directories and yellow pages

 Empty tissue boxes 

 Wrapping paper 

Bedroom 
 Empty aerosols

 Empty skincare bottles

Take unwanted, wearable clothes to a  
charity shop or to a clothing bank 

Some animal charities and vets can reuse old duvets 
and pillows. Contact your local ones to find out if they 

are accepting them 

Top tip
If the wrapping paper tears it is recyclable, if it doesn’t it  isn’t.  

Top tip
 Put a bin in your 

lounge and b
edroom 

for recycling things like 

magazines and tissue 

boxes



HOME AND GARDEN  
EXCESS SERVICE

Home Excess Service

 YES PLEASE
 General household waste 

Garden Excess Service
 YES PLEASE   Grass cuttings

 Plants and leaves   Small branches 

 Prunings and cuttings 

1,100ltrcapacityHire for up to four weeks 

Cherwell District Council  

Home Excess Service

This bin is property of Cherwell District Council, please keep secure and safe

Phone: 01295 221916  email: homeandgardenservice@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

 YES PLEASE

  General household waste  

  NO THANKS

  Plasterboard   Asbestos   Engine oil   

 Chemicals or solvents  Paint   Tyres   

 Electrical items  Mattresses

There should be no recyclable items in this bin. A blue bin has been provided to recycle items,  

along with battery bags and electrical items bags.
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Bookings and enquiries: www.cherwell.gov.uk 01295 221916

Hire a super size lockable bin for spring cleaning  
or gardening. Cheaper than a skip and easy to  
move around.

Cherwell District Council  

Home Excess Service

This bin is property of Cherwell District Council, please keep secure and safe

Phone: 01295 221916  email: homeandgardenservice@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

 YES PLEASE

  General household waste  

  NO THANKS

  Plasterboard   Asbestos   Engine oil   

 Chemicals or solvents  Paint   Tyres   

 Electrical items  Mattresses

There should be no recyclable items in this bin. A blue bin has been provided to recycle items,  

along with battery bags and electrical items bags.
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Just £50 for a large bin

If you have a community group or a 
residents group you can ask for a visit 
from the Recycling Team who will be 
able to deliver a presentation on the 
recycling scheme and answer any 
questions you may have. 
 

Just contact us to 
arrange a visit. 

We need 
to talk…

customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 01295 227003



customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 01295 227003  @CherwellRecycle

Your collections
Every household should have three wheeled bins; one blue, one brown and one 
green. You should also have a brown food caddy for use indoors.

If any of these are missing or damaged please contact us on 01295 227003 or request 
these online at www.cherwell.gov.uk/recycling and we will deliver these free of charge.

Missed bins
If your bin is not emptied on collection day it may be because you have put the wrong 
type of waste in. If this happens we will leave a sticker on your bin to explain. 
Sometimes we might make a mistake and miss your bin - if this happens, contact us 
straight away and we will come back to empty it.

Week one
We collect your blue recycling 
bin and your brown garden 
and food waste bin

Week two
We collect your green  
rubbish bin

All bins must be out by 7am on your collection day and brought 
back in as soon as you can. Bins must be placed outside of the 

boundary of your property on collection day.JB
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