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A celebration of rural life – past and present 

Plans for the 2019 Shelswell History Festival are underway.  This time there will be a different format: 

We hope this will enable our communities to get to know more about each other and to celebrate rural life, past and 

present.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does a local group gain? 

Publicity: all events will be publicised in a Festival brochure, 

which we will deliver to all houses in the Benefice.   

Funds: we would suggest a 10% donation to the Festival 

funds, but otherwise any proceeds from local events would       

be kept by the local group organising them. 

What could local groups do? 

Here are some ideas that the Cottisford and Juniper Hill 

Social Committee came up with: 

• A small scale ‘Antiques Road Show’ held in a village 

hall 

• Guided tours of some villages 

• Village treasure hunts, with supper in a local pub 

• A traditional afternoon tea with home-made 

preserves, bread, cakes, etc, in a local hall 

• A ‘masterclass’ in a traditional craft (knitting, 

embroidery, wood-carving) for up to 10 people, with 

minimum cost of materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community based events throughout June 2019  

Displays, talks, entertainments and other small 

events put on by local groups as part of the 

Shelswell History Festival. 

One day festival in Shelswell Park on Saturday 

13th July  

A one day festival in Shelswell Park, featuring re-

enactors, games, displays, market place, 

entertainments, and barn dance – with an 

opportunity for local groups to showcase what 

they do, if they would like 
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• ‘Sharing sessions’ of people interested in aspects of local history - such as First World War soldiers from the 

different villages  

• A visit to or open day at a farm with historical buildings/machinery, where the farmer would be willing to 

talk about changes he/she has seen  

• A display of old photos of still-existing buildings in the Benefice 

• Talks from members of an historical re-enactment society, with examples of costumes/weapons 

• Church open days, with info sheets about the church + refreshments available 

• a talk from an expert on traditional uses of herbs and other plants 

• A run of films with an historical aspect - Churchill; Their Finest; Darkest Hour; Dunkirk; Suffragette; Rabbit-

Proof Fence; The Crimson Field; Anzac Girls; Gladiator; Charlotte Grey; Gone with the Wind…. 

 

And that’s not to mention visiting speakers, displays of local history, musical events…. 

Already we have an offer from one of the Cottisford and Juniper Hill Social Committee to write a pamphlet/short 

book on ‘Flora’s Food’, focusing on Flora Thompson’s descriptions of food eaten in her childhood and adolescence, 

with recipes.   Stoke Lyne will be organising a trail around the village.   And the Shelswell Community Players are 

hoping to stage a performance of ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’. 

Register your interest: 

Let us know that your group might like to put on an event in June 2019 to be included in the Festival Brochure by 

phoning Alice Goodall – 01280 848192 or emailing: enquiries@shelswellhistoryfestival.org.uk 

 

 


