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2017 Report and Accounts for the Parochial Church Council  

of St Edmund and St George, Hethe 

Aim and Purposes 

St Edmund and St George’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of promoting in the ecclesiastical 
parish, the whole mission of the Church: pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  This is achieved with the 
assistance of the Shelswell Benefice team under the direction of the Rector, the Revd Alice Goodall.  The PCC is also 
specifically responsible for the maintenance of the Church of St Edmund and St George in Hethe. 
 
St Edmund and St George is part of the Shelswell Benefice and works with the other parishes in the Benefice to 
provide a variety of worship opportunities and other events. 
 
Objectives and Activities 

The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church and to become part of the 
church community.  The PCC maintains an overview of worship throughout the Parish and makes suggestions on 
how our services can involve all who live within our Parish.  Our services and worship put faith into practice through 
prayer and scripture, music and sacrament.  We are also committed to being fully part of the community and taking 
our place in the building of good relationships with all who reside in the Parish.  
 
To facilitate this work it is important that the church building is maintained to as high a standard as is financially 
possible.  
 
Achievements and Performance 

Worship and Prayer 

The PCC as part of the Shelswell Benefice is keen to offer a range of services over the course of the year that our 
community find both beneficial and spiritually fulfilling.  For example, early morning communion provides a quiet, 
intimate and reflective environment for worship whilst opportunities are provided for families with younger children 
to worship in a more relaxed style. 
 
The pattern of services up to August was as follows: 

2nd Sunday 9.15am (every 2nd month) Holy Communion (Common Worship) 

3rd Sunday 8.00am   Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 

4th Sunday 10.45am   Morning Worship (all-ages) 

5th Sunday 9.15am   Benefice Service 

The pattern of services was revised from September as follows: 

2nd Sunday 9.15am (every 2nd month) Holy Communion with hymns (Common Worship) 

3rd Sunday 8.00am   Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) said 

4th Sunday 10.45am   All Age Holy Communion 

A Benefice Service of Holy Communion to be held on 5th Sundays and on two or three other occasions at various 
venues within the Shelswell Benefice throughout the year. 
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In addition, there were two services over the Easter period (a total attendance of 26); a service on Christmas Day 
with an attendance of 38; a Harvest Thanksgiving service (21 attended) and a Remembrance Day service held at the 
church (attended by 21 people) and concluding at the war memorial for a two-minute silence.  A further service was 
held on 9th July at the Shelswell History Festival on the Shelswell Estate. 
 
We contributed to two Ecumenical Services held in Hethe.  The Christmas Carol Service was held jointly with other 
Christian communities in the Church of the Holy Trinity and a service was held in St Philip’s Hall to celebrate the 
week of prayer for Christian Unity. 
   
All are welcome to attend our regular services.  At present there are 16 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll. 
The average weekly attendance was eleven.  As well as our regular services, we enable our community to celebrate 
and thank God at the milestones of the journey through life.  Through baptism we thank God for the gift of life, in 
marriage, public vows are exchanged with God’s blessing and through funeral services, friends and family express 
their grief and give thanks for the life which is now complete in this world and to commend the person into God’s 
keeping.  This year, we have celebrated one baptism, which 40 people attended, and one wedding, with an 
attendance of 69.   Two funerals were conducted in the church with attendances of 54 and 43. 
 
The Church Building 

Roof Repairs.  A faculty was granted and a contractor (Seckington & Whitehead of Brackley) selected by competitive 

tender to complete the roof repairs identified in the 2014 Quinquennial Inspection (QI).    The total cost of the works 

was £42,421, which was covered by a grant under the Listed Places of Worship (LPOW) Roof Repair Fund and VAT 

reclaimed from the LPOW scheme for church expenditure.  A sum of £891 is reserved in the PCC’s accounts to pay 

for the contractor to inspect the works in June 2018 and undertake any remedial work. 

Other Works.  Further work identified at the last QI is being considered and grants from the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust (£7,500) and Allchurches Trust (£1,650) have been received for these works.  A faculty is available 
giving permission for these works to be completed by 31st July 2018. 

Church Interior.  A spring clean had been completed by volunteers.  A piece of skirting board was awaiting repair 
and a trip hazard near the front pews was included in the works to be completed from the 2014 Quinquennial 
Inspection.  Mr Aldworth continued to keep the clock running and in good working order.  
 
Churchyard.  Volunteers had completed two thorough clear-ups this year.  Mr Peter Allen had continued to mow the 

grass for no payment and Mr Alan Whitton did the strimming.  A formal letter of thanks had been given to both 
together with  a gift of a cake to Mr Allen and £50 to Mr Whitton.    The Church Wardens continue to carry out 
regular inspections of gravestones, making them safe where any were found to be unstable.  The PCC are thankful to 
volunteers for maintaining the churchyard and ensuring that it always looked tidy. 
 
Plans to improve the heating, install a toilet and running water and reorder the back of the church (which involved 

the removal of pews, replacing the organ and moving the font) would be considered after repairs identified in the QI 

had been completed. 

Pastoral Care 
 
Some members of our Parish are unable to attend church due to sickness or age.  A member of the Ministry Team 
has visited all who have requested it, either at home or in hospital and where appropriate communion is celebrated. 
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Mission and Evangelism 
 
The coffee mornings have continued every 2nd Monday of the month.  There was reliable attendance from amongst 

all ages in Hethe and the adjacent villages.  This year the location of the coffee mornings has alternated between the 

village hall and St Philip’s Hall. 

A benefice wide service was held in our Church on 29th October. 
 
A total of £96.00 was collected at the Remembrance Day Service and was donated to the Royal British Legion. 

The Benefice Magazine is available on a monthly basis and there are currently approximately 585 subscribers in the 
Benefice.  The magazine keeps parishioners informed of the important matters affecting our Church and 
communities.  Church services and news for the parish are also recorded on the benefice web site. 
 
 Financial Review  

Total receipts on unrestricted funds were £8,660 which included £4,111 from voluntary donations and £899 tax 

refunded from the Gift Aid scheme. Total receipts on restricted funds were £24,270 for the roof works. 

Collections and other donations increased by 13%; fund raising decreased by 44%. Total unrestricted income 

decreased by 21%.   

Our contribution to the diocesan parish share increased by 10% from £5,730 to £6,275.  This is the sum that the 

churches in the benefice have to find which is shared between the churches according to a formula that takes into 

account a variety of factors including the number on the electoral roll, average Sunday attendance, and a community 

profile score (based on household income, asset wealth, expenditure and lifestyles).  

The net result for the year was an excess of payments over receipts of £1,225 on unrestricted funds and £18,150 on 

restricted funds.  Adding bank and deposit balances brought forward at the beginning of the year and investment 

shares, the balances carried forward at 31st December 2017 on unrestricted funds totalled £4,717 and on restricted 

funds £13,028. 

Reserves Policy 
 
The PCC is accounting for the current church repairs separately from other income and expenditure.   

Structure, Governance and Management 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules.  At St Edmund and St 
George, the membership of the PCC consists of the incumbent (our Rector), the Associate Minister (House for Duty), 
churchwardens and members elected by those members of the congregation who are on the electoral roll of the 
church.  All those who attend our services are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and if appropriate to 
stand for election to the PCC. 
 
The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and importance to the 
parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent. The full PCC met four times during the year. 
The PCC has no sub-committees. 
   
Administrative Information 
 
St Edmund and St George is part of the Bicester and Islip Deanery in the Archdeaconary of Dorchester which is part 
of the Diocese of Oxford within the Church of England.  The correspondence address is c/o Mr Michael Green, 
Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe, Bicester, OX27 8ES. 
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The PCC is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church Representation Rules 2011) and a charity currently 
excepted from registration with the Charity Commission. 
 
PCC members who have served at any time from 1st January 2017 until the date this report was approved are: 
 
Ex Officio members: 
   Revd Alice Goodall (Chair) 

Revd Bill Muncey  
Mrs Pauline O’Gorman (Churchwarden) 

   Mrs Flora Skinner (Churchwarden & Safeguarding Officer) 
   Mrs Helen Pritchard (Deanery Synod Representative from March) 
    
Elected members: 
   Mr Michael Green (Secretary, Treasurer from July) 
   Mrs Mary McCorquodale (up to March) 
   Mrs Helen Wood (Treasurer up to July) 
   Mrs Iris Alder 
    
Thanks 
 
We would like to thank all of the volunteers who work so hard to make our church a special place in the community.  

They undertake varied roles from helping to maintain the churchyard, to church cleaning, to providing flowers, to 

being members of the PCC – all are to be thanked for their work.  In particular we wish to mention our 

churchwardens, Mrs Pauline O’Gorman and Mrs Flora Skinner, who have worked so tirelessly on our behalf. 

Approved by the PCC on   and signed on their behalf by Revd Alice Goodall. 

 

 

Revd Alice Goodall 

Chair of Hethe PCC 


